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judging from some of the dispar-
aging remarks about his judicial 
experience, those making them 
appear to be unaware that the 
Family Court has been a federal 
superior court since 1976 and, as 
such, ranks alongside the Su-
preme Court of Queensland. In-
deed, two former justices of the 
Family Court subsequently were 
appointed as justices of the Su-
preme Court of Queensland, one 
of them to the Court of Appeal. 

Judge Carmody has also had 
considerable criminal law experi-
ence, unlike many other chief 
justices of the states and tern- 
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the firm's value pitch to clients is the absence of costly infrastructure 
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firm's partners are alumni of top-
tier national firms, he said the cost 
to clients reflected the firm's ab-
sence of costly infrastructure that 
was typical of larger practices. 

He said several factors had 
helped the firm: clients had been 
under pressure to reduce their 
legal spending without compro-
mising quality, and the globalis-
ation of large national practices 
had helped Mills Oakley pick up 
new clients and partners. 

Wherever possible, the firm's 
clients are given the choice of bill-
ing methods, which include time 
charging, event-based billing and 
capped fees. 

tories, and on the face of it would 
appear to be well qualified for 
appointment. 

Of course some may consider 
others are better qualified, but this 
is often the case with any judicial 
appointment. 

It has been suggested that this 
is in some way a political appoint-
ment. I have not been able to dis-
cern anything from Judge 
Carmody's reported remarks that 
give credence to this view. Fur-
ther, while some governments 
may take political factors into ac-
count in making appointments, 
this approach has rarely achieved 

JOHN FEDER 

While some firms have chosen 
to specialise in a handful of prac-
tice areas, Mr Nerurker said Mills 
Oakley was a full-service practice. 

"Our partners are not micro-
managed. And they are the big-
gest advocates for Mills Oakley. 
In many cases it is just a case of 
them being happy with what they 
are doing that is helping when 
they talk to their peers. 

"It's nice to have momentum. 
A firm that is growing creates op-
portunities for all its staff." 

Mills Oakley has offices in 
Melbourne, Sydney and Brisbane, 
and is considering opening in 
Canberra. 

any advantage, even when the ap-
pointees have come from their 
own ranks. 

The office of chief justice is a re-
sponsible and difficult one, and it is 
to be hoped that when Judge Car-
mody does take it, those who have 
criticised his appointment will not 
continue to make his task more 
difficult and will offer the respect 
and support that a holder of this 
office deserves. 

Alastair Nicholson is a former 
chief justice of the Family Court. 
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Rapid 
national 
growth 
for CBP 
CHRIS MERRITT 

THE 55.3 per cent increase in legal 
employment at Colin Biggers & 
Paisley is partly due to last No-
vember's merger with Brisbane's 
Hemming + Hart which complet-
ed CBP's east cost network. 

But while that deal gave the 
firm an additional 14 lawyers and 
six partners, it accounts for just a 
fraction of CBP's employment 
surge. 

The firm now has 48 more non-
partner fee earners than it had this 
time last year. 

Rapid growth, according to 
Dunstan de Souza, is almost the 
norm at Colin Biggers & Paisley, 
which has been on an expansion 
spree for three years. 

In 2012 it merged with Mel-
bourne's Monaghan + Rowell, 
which was the first move interstate 
by CBP, which was founded in 
Sydney 112 years ago. 

"If you look at our growth over 
the past three years it is more 
amazing than just one year's worth 
of figures," managing partner Mr 
de Souza said. 

"It probably stands us apart 
from all but one or two or three law 
firms in the country." 

The firm's 55.3 per cent growth 
in legal employment compares to 
the average for mid-tier firms of 
4.9 per cent. 

Mr de Souza attributed the 
growth to the completion of the 
east coast network as well as the 
strategy of focusing on 10 key 
practice areas to build expertise 
without creating unnecessary 
fixed costs. 

"This gave us high levels of spe-
cialty and expertise and a high 
level of collaboration because we 
have people in Sydney, Melbourne 
and Brisbane all doing the same 
thing — so you get critical mass," 
he said. 

"There is also a lot of upheaval + 
happening in the profession and 
that has also worked in our favour. 

"We are very focused on the 
people we want to recruit and 
there are enough people falling 
out of the other law firms that tick 
the boxes we need to tick." 

The firm has the equivalent of 
just over 56 full-time partners, 
which is 28.5 per cent more than 
last year when it had just under 44. 
The average growth in partner 
numbers for mid-tier firms is 63 
per cent. 

Mr de Souza said that when the 
firm embarked on its strategy of 
specialising the big national firms 
were eight times as large as c   

He expected that in two years 
the big firms would be just twice as 
large as CBP. 

by those who should know better 
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