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OUR REPUTATION

Colin Biggers & Paisley's Planning Government
Infrastructure and Environment group is the trusted
partner of public and private sector entities, for whom we
are the legal and policy designers of strategic and tactical
solutions to exceptionally challenging problems, in our
chosen fields of planning, government, infrastructure and
environment.

We understand that exceptional performance is the
foundation of success, and we apply our philosophy of
critical thinking and our process of strategy to ensure an
unparalleled level of planning, design and manoeuvre to
achieve that success.

We have more than 50 years' experience of planning,
designing and executing legal and policy solutions for
large development and infrastructure projects in Australia,
including new cities, towns and communities.
We are passionate about planning, government,
infrastructure and environment issues, and we pride
ourselves on acting for both the private and public
sectors, including private development corporations,
listed development corporations, other non-public sector
entities and a wide range of State and local government
entities.
The solutions we design extend beyond legal and policy
advice, and represent sensible, commercially focussed
outcomes which accommodate private interests in the
context of established public interests.
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Our Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has built long and trusted relationships through
continuous and exceptional performance.

Our group practices as an East Coast Team of Teams,
known for its Trusted Partners, Strategic Thinkers, Legal
and Policy Designers and Tacticians.

OUR CREDO
Our credo is to Lead, Simplify and Win with Integrity.
Our credo therefore requires us to partner by integrity,
lead by planning, simplify by design and win by manoeuvre.

Lead by planning

Lead, Simplify and Win with Integrity

OUR SPECIALIST EXPERTISE AND
EXPERIENCE
Our Planning Government Infrastructure and
Environment group is known for our specialist expertise
and experience.
Planning Services
We are recognised for our strategic and tactical planning
of development issues and processes.
We are experts in the following:
 Planning and development of major residential
communities, retail and commercial projects,
residential and tourism projects and industrial and
resource projects
 Preparation and review of structure plans, contributory
plans and other planning instruments for greenfield
and infill urban areas
 Preparation and review of planning instruments
including planning schemes, planning scheme policies
and temporary local planning instruments
 Resolution of planning and environmental disputes
Government Services
We are recognised for our in depth understanding of
government legislation, policy and processes.
We are experts in the following:
 Preparation and review of planning legislation and
planning instruments for State and local governments
 Advice in respect of legislation, policy and legal
matters relevant to local government

Infrastructure Services
We are recognised for our specialist expertise and
experience in infrastructure planning, funding and delivery.
We are experts in the following:
 Advice and project management for major
infrastructure projects including local government
infrastructure, State government capital works, public
private partnerships and private sector capital projects
 Preparation and review of infrastructure agreements
and planning agreements for listed and private
development corporations and local governments
 Preparation and review of agreements for local
government services including waste collection,
recycling, water supply and wastewater treatment
 Preparation and review of infrastructure planning
instruments including planning scheme policies
relating to infrastructure and local government
infrastructure plans
Environment Services
We are recognised for our legal excellence in all areas of
environmental law and policy.
We are experts in the following:
 Environmental impact assessment
 Environmental compliance
 Environmental management
 Environmental licensing
 Environmental enforcement
 Environmental contamination

 Preparation and review of local laws and subordinate
local laws for local government
 Review of budget and rating proposals for local
government
 Preparation and review of delegations, administrative
policies, administrative procedures and authorised
person appointments and related registers for local
government
 Probity advice
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PLANNING

 The subdivision of Middleton Grange in Liverpool, New
South Wales

Colin Biggers & Paisley provides valuable expert advice in
the area of planning law. We pride ourselves on designing
strategic and tactical solutions to the exceptionally
challenging problems of private and public sector clients.

 Pacific Pines masterplanned community (3,000 lots)
including town centre at Helensvale Gold Coast, for
Stockland Trust Group Limited

Our Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group acts for listed development corporations, private
development corporations, non public sector entities and a
wide range of State and local government entities.

 Preparation and review of the Brisbane City Plan 2014,
for the Brisbane City Council
 Significant urban subdivisions involving a retired golf
course at Milperra and Doonside in Sydney
The Planning Government Infrastructure and
Environment group has also:
 Assisted the Sunshine Coast Regional Council
in winning an Award for Merit in the “Hard Won
Victory” category at the Planning Institute of Australia
Excellence 2011 Queensland Awards for preparing
three complex structure plans within 12 months and
with limited resources
 Assisted the former Beaudesert Shire Council in
winning the Planning Institute of Australia Award for
Excellence for its planning vision of the Beaudesert
local government area
 Assisted the Logan City Council in winning the
Planning Institute of Australia Award for Industrial
Planning, the Economic Development Australian Award
for Economic Environmental Innovation, the Institute of
Public Works Engineering Australia (Qld) Award and
the Civil Contractors Federation (Qld) Earth Award,
for the Council’s development of the SouthWest 1
Enterprise Park in Logan

OUR EXPERIENCE
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has expertise in strategic and tactical planning of
development issues and processes.
Significant planning projects for which our group has been
responsible include:
 The masterplanning of the former James Hardie site
at Camellia involving 3250 apartments on one of
Australia’s most contaminated sites
 Varsity Lakes master planned community (4,500 lots)
including Varsity Central at Bond University on the Gold
Coast, for Lend Lease Limited (Delfin Lend Lease Pty
Ltd)
 Preparation of structure plans for the Caloundra
South (12,000 lots), Palmview (8,000 dwellings) and
Maroochydore Principal Regional Activity Centre (4,000
dwellings) master-planned areas, for the Sunshine
Coast Regional Council
 Milton railway station transit oriented development for
FKP Commercial Developments Pty Ltd
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OUR EXPERTISE
Our Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has expertise and experience in the following
planning related matters:
 Administrative law matters
 Compulsory acquisition and compensation
 Development approvals, consents and licences
 Development assessment and management
 Development contributions and charging
 Development litigation, mediation and dispute resolution
 Due diligence investigations
 Heritage law matters
 Liquor licensing
 Planning agreements, development agreements and
works in kind agreements
 Planning and development instruments
 Planning and development legislation and policy
 Project assessment and management

GOVERNMENT
Colin Biggers & Paisley is a leading provider of legal
services to governments and government entities with an
in-depth understanding of government at various levels.

OUR EXPERTISE
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has expertise and experience in relation to the
following government related matters:
 Access to information

OUR EXPERIENCE

 Administrative law systems and procedures

Our Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has advised the Queensland government, including
the Department of State Development, Manufacturing,
Infrastructure and Planning and Economic Development
Queensland.

 Budget and financial arrangements

The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has also advised numerous local government clients,
including major urban local governments. Our Queensland
team has advised the Brisbane City Council, Sunshine
Coast Regional Council, Logan City Council, Moreton Bay
Regional Council, Ipswich City Council and Toowoomba
Regional Council. Our Queensland team has also advised
major regional local governments in Queensland such as
the Townsville City Council, Mackay Regional Council and
Whitsunday Regional Council. Our New South Wales team
has advised numerous local governments in New South
Wales including Strathfield Council, Cumberland Council,
Tweed Shire Council and Wagga Wagga City Council.

 Corporate planning

The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group is also an advisor to major water and wastewater
distributor-retailers. Our Queensland team has advised
Unitywater and Queensland Urban Utilities, whilst our
New South Wales team has advised the Water Direcorate,
a group of local governments which provide water
infrastructure throughout the State.

 Policy-based financial incentives

In addition to providing formal legal advice, our
group regularly provides seminar presentations to
our government clients in relation to policy and legal
developments. Recent seminar topics include:

 Rating and land valuation

 Compulsory acquisition and compensation
 Corporate governance, including meetings, elections,
delegations, policies and procedures
 Drafting and negotiating commercial arrangements,
particularly voluntary planning agreements,
development agreements and works in kind
agreements
 Infrastructure planning, charging and funding
 Local law preparation and review
 Major projects, planning instruments and approvals
 Negotiating with government agencies, particularly
on development control issues, contributions and
infrastructure
 Probity
 Procurement
 Prosecutions, enforcement and statutory orders
 Public policy development
 Review of legal instruments and legislation
 Strategic urban and regional planning policy

 Preparing infrastructure agreements
 Changing a development approval
 Environmental offsets

COLIN BIGGERS & PAISLEY
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INFRASTRUCTURE
PLANNING
Colin Biggers & Paisley has specialist expertise and
experience in relation to infrastructure planning,
funding and delivery. We understand the complexity of
infrastructure projects and are experts at establishing
frameworks which allow our clients to meet their
commercial objectives and legal obligations.
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group worked collaboratively with the Brisbane City
Council to develop a comprehensive and robust planning
scheme and local government infrastructure plan to ensure
Brisbane develops as a New World City.

OUR EXPERIENCE
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has successfully advised private and public sector
clients on an extensive range of infrastructure and services
projects, for sewerage, wastewater, water supply, waste
management, flood, stormwater, transport, sport and
recreation, community facilities and green infrastructure.
Significant infrastructure projects for which members of
our group have been responsible include:
 Infrastructure agreements for governments and
development corporations
 Local government infrastructure and charges
resolutions for various Queensland local governements
 Various wind farms in New South Wales
 A solar farm in New South Wales for Downer

5

 Wynyard Walk in the Sydney CBD
 The bulk water supply and sewerage service level
agreements between the Logan City Council and the
Gold Coast City Council as part of the Queensland local
government amalgamation process
 The expansion of the Hay Point Coal Terminal at
Mackay, for BHP Billiton Mitsui Alliance
 The planning, environmental and other approvals
sections due diligence for the North South Bypass
Tunnel and Airport Link in Brisbane, for the Macquarie
Bank Limited consortium

OUR EXPERTISE
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has expertise and experience in relation to the
following infrastructure related matters:
 Infrastructure acquisition and compensation
 Infrastructure agreements, planning agreements,
development agreements and works in kind
agreements
 Infrastructure contributions and charging
 Infrastructure legislation and policy
 Infrastructure planning
 Infrastructure planning and charging instruments
 Infrastructure procurement
 Project approvals, consents and licences
 Project assessment and management

ENVIRONMENT
Colin Biggers & Paisley provides strategic and tactical
advice in the highly specialised area of environmental
law. An in-depth understanding of environmental issues
enables us to act for a wide range of private and public
sector clients.
Our Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has established an enviable pedigree in assisting
clients in addressing environmental issues in the
infrastructure, property, finance, general commercial and
renewable energy sectors.

OUR EXPERIENCE
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has extensive experience in relation to the following
environmental matters:

 Environmental compliance, including auditing, due
diligence reporting, management systems and risk
assessment
 Environmental health
 Environmental insurance
 Environmental liability for corporations, directors and
executive officers
 Environmental licensing and approvals
 Environmental markets
 Environmental prosecutions, regulatory orders and
defence work
 Environmental risks in corporate transactions
 Land contamination and remediation
 Pollution prevention and control

 Climate change

 Resource management

 Cultural heritage and Native Title

 Threatened species and biodiversity conservation

 Ecologically sustainable development

 Vegetation management

 Energy and energy efficiency

 Waste management
 Water management

COLIN BIGGERS & PAISLEY
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OUR EXPERTISE
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group has expertise and experience in relation to the
following environmental matters:
 Aboriginal cultural heritage requirements
 Biodiversity offsetting
 Climate change adaptation initiatives – assisting in
the preparation, review, implementation and continual
improvement of climate change risk assessments and
management plans
 Environmental assessments – reviewing environmental
assessment requirements and reports for major projects
 Environmental and water markets – providing regulatory
advice, drafting, negotiating and reviewing agreements
in relation to environmental and water markets in
Australia
 Government approvals – providing assistance to apply
for and obtain government approvals and licences (with
appropriate conditions) for regulated activities
 Government funding opportunities – advising on
federal and State government funding opportunities
facilitating the commercialisation of energy and water
infrastructure projects
 Legal proceedings risk management – providing
assistance and support when responding to
environmental incidents and regulatory investigations
and prosecutions
 Operational risk and incident management – reviewing
operational risk and incident management procedures
 Regulatory advice – providing regulatory advice on all
aspects of environmental law and policy in Australia
 Sustainability initiatives – assisting in the preparation,
review, implementation and continual improvement
of sustainability frameworks and management plans,
including:
•

Energy Management Plans

•

Water Management Plans

•

Waste Management Plans

•

Emissions Management Plans

 Transaction risk management – identifying, assessing
and managing potential environmental liabilities in
property, construction and corporate transactions
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CLIENT SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group regularly delivers seminar presentations on policy
and legal developments to its clients.
The presentations given by the Planning Government
Infrastructure and Environment group include the following:
 The Planning Act in New South Wales - the new regime
 Queensland infrastructure planning and charging
framework – The legal requirements of the current
capped framework under the Sustainable Planning Act
2009 (Qld) and future capped framework under the
Planning Act 2016 (Qld)
 The Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997
in New South Wales - Pollution law
 Planning Act 2016 – Overview of the new planning
framework under the Planning Act 2016 (Qld) and how
it differs from the existing planning framework under
the Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (Qld)
 Decision making under the Planning Act 2016 – How
to apply the new decision rules under the Planning Act
2016 (Qld) when assessing a development application
 Compulsory Acquisitions - Procedure and
compensation principles
 Effective report writing – The legal requirements for
report writing, the risks of ineffective preparation and
the four stages of report writing
 Statutory interpretation of local government acts and
contracts – The rules applied by the Courts to the
interpretation of local government laws and contracts
entered into by local governments

CLIENT SERVICES
PUBLICATIONS
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group regularly publishes critical analysis of legal
and policy issues relevant to planning, government
infrastructure and environment and sustainability.
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group publishes Legal Knowledge Matters monthly.
This is in addition to the Colin Biggers & Paisley
publication, CBP Focus, which is published monthly.
The Planning Government Infrastructure and Environment
group also publishes consolidated editions of the Legal
Knowledge Matters publication on a yearly basis.
Legal Knowledge Matters and CBP Focus can be
viewed on the Colin Biggers & Paisley website at
www.cbp.com.au/insights or at our group’s home page.

 Judicial review of Council determinations – The
administrative decision making principles upon which a
Council determination may be subject to judicial review
 What is a use? – The implications of the change of the
definition of use
 Infrastructure charges – Technical, legal and policy
aspects associated with working out infrastructure
charges and the giving of infrastructure charges notices
 Environmental offsets – Environmental offsets under the
Environmental Offsets Act 2014 (Qld) and biodiversity
offsets under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016
(NSW)
 Preliminary approvals in Queensland – Practical and
legal issues associated with obtaining preliminary
approvals for the development in Queensland
 Misfeasance in Public Office - an increasing trend
 Modification applications - “not substantially the same”

COLIN BIGGERS & PAISLEY
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 Interpretation of increase in scale and intensity – Legal
principles that guide whether a change in the scale and
intensity of a use is a material change of use requiring a
new development approval
 Importance of infrastructure planning and funding to
Queensland's economic model
 Queensland's new environmental offsets framework –
Where does local government stand?
 Value capture and contributions in New South Wales
 Changing a development approval – Ways that a
development approval may be changed after its issue
and the approach of the Planning and Environment
Court to these matters

 Vegetation management regulation in Queensland
 Drafting of conditions of development approvals
 South East Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 –
Implications for Strategic Planning
 South East Queensland Regional Plan 2009-2031 –
Implications for Development Assessment
 Implications of the Urban Land Development Authority
Act 2007 (Qld)
 Master planning of master planned areas
 Master planning of the master planned areas –
State government's legislative response to housing
affordability

 Review of the Queensland infrastructure planning and
charging framework

 Drafting integrated development assessment system
documents

 The role of differential general rates and special rates
and charges in funding infrastructure

 Managing legal service requests and projects to
minimise costs

 Infrastructure charges, offsets and refunds – Missing
the woods for the trees

 Effect of the Coty principle on development assessment
under the Integrated Planning Act 1997 (Qld)

 Infrastructure contribution powers under the
Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (Qld)

 Implications of the Integrated Planning and Other
Legislation Amendment Act 2004 (Qld)

 Infrastructure planning and charging framework review
discussion paper

 Implications of the Integrated Planning and Other
Legislation Amendment Act 2002 (Qld)

 Advice for Councillors and officers in dealing with
planning matters

 Training for councillors and officers in respect of the
Integrated Planning Act 1997 (Qld).

 Fraud prevention in Local Government
 Preparation and negotiation of infrastructure
agreements – Technical, legal and policy aspects
of the preparation and negotiation of infrastructure
agreements
 Interpretation of MCU increase in scale and intensity
 Building Envelopes and what approvals can be sought
to build outside the envelope within large subdivisions
 Roles and responsibilities of councillors in dealing with
development applications
 Economic Development Act 2012 (Qld)
 Reinvigoration of planning and the planning system in
Queensland: A neoliberal perspective
 Preliminary Approvals under the Sustainable Planning
Act 2009 (Qld) – Practical and legal issues associated
with obtaining preliminary approvals for development in
Queensland
 Infrastructure Contributions Reforms 2011 in
Queensland
 Permissible changes to development applications and
development approvals under the Sustainable Planning
Act 2009 (Qld)
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OUR LEADERS
Ian Wright
Senior Partner
+61 7 3002 8735
0438 481 683
ian.wright@cbp.com.au

Ben Caldwell
Partner
+61 7 3002 8734
0427 553 098
ben.caldwell@cbp.com.au

Todd Neal
Partner
+61 2 8281 4522
0411 267 530
todd.neal@cbp.com.au
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